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Introduction by Rob West, Senior Pastor at First United Methodist Church, DeFuniak Springs, 
Florida 
In attendance:  Bishop Larry Goodpaster, Alabama-West Florida Conference 
Choir Performance Preceding by First United Methodist Choir Members, Wesley Hymns 
 
Song with Piano Accompaniment  
 
Sing A  Long with Organ Accompaniment – Wesley Songs 
p. 57 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing, By Charles Wesley, 1739 
p. 413 A Charge to Keep I Have, By Charles Wesley, 1762 
 
Rev. Rob West:  Some of you are not familiar with the Florida Chautauqua, some are.  Well, 
its been revived, twelve years ago, I think.  We missed the first one.  Doris and I were out of 
town and couldn’t be here.  As part  of the Chautauqua this year, Brenda Rees presented a 
paper, a John Wesley paper.  I saw her following that and she said she would be glad to  
come and present that one night if we wished her to come here.  Told her I would love to.  
Then I realized the Bishop was coming  Wednesday morning for Lenten Breakfast and then 
the wheels started turning and so I asked her if she would come the Tuesday night prior to 
that and she said she would be glad to.  I look forward to her presentation.  She said it could 
be 12 minutes or an hour and a half long. (laughter)  We don’t  an hour and a half but we 
want more than 12 minutes.    
 
If we could turn the lights back up. 
 
In the beginning I had introduction slides, because I learned from doing these programs that if 
I didn’t you’d get to see all my home pictures. 
(laughter) 
A lot of my family is here tonight.  I’m so glad that they are here to support me and so many 
friends that have known me before I was born.  So I feel very comfortable and blessed to be 
in this church that I was Christened in.  And, also the church that I embarrassed my mother 
in.   I think the first time I came up for Communion; I walked back to my seat rubbing my 
stomach.   laughter) So, I hope I don’t embarrass her here tonight.  She and Sonny are 
wonderful supporters of mine and I appreciate all that they do. 
I am a reluctant Methodist as far as speaking and its only to please God that could make me 
do this.  But, it is in answering God’s call, it is something He wants me to do. 
And in starting, I’d like to just briefly mention in the Book of Jonah, I do sometimes feel like 
Jonah where He’s (God)  having him  go to Nineveh again and again.  Please don’t  make me 
do this in front of the Bishop.  (laughter)Please don’t make me do this in front of friends who 
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certainly know more about Wesley than I do.  My expertise is in borders.  And as always our 
lives prepare us for what it is we are to do.  That’s one of the things my expertise is.  I 
redistricted Alaska when I was up there.  There a board makes redistricting decisions and not 
the legislature.  I got it through the United States Justice Department so I have a fairly good 
understanding of maps and borders.  I’ve been with the Methodist Church all my life and my 
husband’s the Chairman of the Board for the Foundation of Evangelism for the Methodist 
Church.  So, occasionally I get to go along for meetings.  I end up sitting in libraries amusing 
myself or entertaining myself while he is in meetings. So that said,  I have to get my reading 
glasses out as we are good Christians and Methodists, so it is always good to start out with a 
Bible verse.  And this is another verse that spoke to me, its Mark VI.  Now, Thomas Kinkaid 
has a beautiful banner and it says Come With Me To a Quiet Place and Rest.  And, I thought 
this is great and I hung it up on my wall.  Then, one day I got my Bible out and I read that 
verse.  And when you get down to Mark VI and he is out and they are feeding the multitudes 
and you get to verse 37, back to 32  “And they went away in the boat to a lonely place by 
themselves. 33 Now many saw them going, and knew them, and they ran there on foot from 
all the towns, and got there ahead of them.  34 As he landed he saw a great throng, and he 
had compassion on them, because they were like sheep withut a shepherd; and he began to 
teach them many things.  35  And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This 
is a lonely place, and the hour is now late;  36  send them away, to go into the country and 
villages round about and buy themselves something to eat.”  37  But he answered them, “You 
give them something to eat.”  
 And so I went back to my house and I went, On darn, I can’t just sit on the beach.  That is 
what I had thought it meant.  So, that is a meaningful passage to me and one of the things 
that keeps me going here in the pursuit of John Wesley was in Florida.  Its something that no 
one really wants to know or believe.   Not to take anything away from Georgia or people that 
you know in Georgia.  Where St. Simons Island is now or Savannah is Georgia now.  But, 
when John Wesley was here in 1736 to 1737, it was indeed Spanish Florida.  And it is a big 
project.  It could be a 35 page paper, we could talk for weeks and days.  But I have a 12 
minute PowerPoint prepared.  I’ll read the text hear soon and I’ll get through it in 12 minutes 
because I want to give time to hear the Bishop’s comments and have time for questions.  I 
know we’ll meet afterwards in the fellowship hall for a reception.  I’ve got other maps in there 
and can answer other questions you want to ask me.   
 
So Howard we’re ready to begin.  At the top where it says view slides. 
 
At this point  insert PowerPoint with text from First Methodist presentation 
 
Notes for Wesley Presentation  (about 12 minutes) and pictures and PowerPoint Text 
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•(1) Yes, John Wesley was in Florida.  This paper, THE FLORIDA – GEORGIA BORDER 
DISPUTE AND ITS IMPACT ON THE HISTORICAL TRAVELS OF JOHN WESLEY IN THE 
COLONY OF GEORGIA AND SPANISH FLORIDA DURING 1736 – 1737,  demonstrates 
how St. Simons Island, Frederica and beyond were in Spanish Florida during Wesley’s time 
here.  America shaped Wesley and Wesley shaped America.  Wesley, known for founding 
Methodism, is less recognized for his influence on American History. His last letter was 
against slavery in America. 
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•(2) John Wesley’s placement in Spanish Florida can be expanded.  Maps, treaties, conflicts, 
an Act of Congress and a Supreme Court case, give insight to border disputes that 
personified the tumultuous changes occurring during the heavy colonization and exploration 
years. 
 
•Justice Bradley in Coffee v Groover said these border disputes “cannot be properly 
understood or determined without adverting to the historical facts….”   and so we do… 

COFFEE v. GROOVER. 
 

SUPREME COURT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

 
123 U.S. 1; 8 S. Ct. 1; 31 L. 

Ed. 51; 1887 U.S. LEXIS 
2142 

 
  

Argued April 20, 1887.   
October 17, 1887, Decided 

 

An Example of Atlantic Zone History and Conflicts  
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•(3)  Wesley wrote extensively and influenced America in its early development.  Here are just 
a few examples.  To know exactly where he was while he was in America is important.  The 
rough and wild terrain, as well as the wild interpersonal  and international behavior affected 
him.  A study of the Atlantic Zone of people of influence must include Wesley, his travels in 
Spanish Florida and his extensive writing.   The Calm Address had perhaps a hundred 
thousand copies dispersed. 
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•(4)  The Gulf Coast states also share in the Wesley story through similar geography and 
geology.  Not only did the white sands of Northwest Florida migrate down from the 
Appalachian Mountains area where John Wesley’s personal influence was felt in America, 
but his Methodism penetrated territorial West and East Florida,  poised to openly establish 
Methodist Churches immediately after Florida became a United States Territory. 
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•(5)  A broad overview of history and border conflicts is necessary and places the argument in 
perspective such as we saw needed in the  Supreme Court in 1887  Coffee v. Groover.  
•This very familiar document, The Inter Caetera of May 4, 1493 is an Early document for 
Spanish Florida and America.   --end– of this comment 
 
  [Pope Alexander VI divided the world outside Europe.  He gave Africa, Asia and Brazil 
to Portugal, and the rest of the Americas and the Philippines to Spain.”] 
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•(6)  “ In 1513 Ponce de Leon consummated the land of Florida and North America for Spain 
by actually landing on and penetrating the shore of what was to become Florida and the 
United States of America.”  -- BAR 
•Spain had settlements in Florida about 40 years before Jamestown and Plymouth.   
Pensacola had a Spanish settlement in 1559 and later Spanish St. Augustine established in 
1565. 
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•(7)  All these treaties did not stop the English from encroaching on Spanish Florida.  An extra 
complicating factor was native peoples used this border dispute to rile up the Spanish and 
English against each other. 
•Even after Wesley returned to England in 1737, the Florida – Georgia border dispute raged 
on.  Boundaries were not settled between these “old empires…until the middle of the 
nineteenth century.” Frances Davenport’s European Treaties 
•Nonetheless, the British incursion into this area of Spanish Florida left its mark not only on 
the the border dispute issue but also on the religious makeup of the area.   
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•(8)  Here we see the Historical Atlas of the United States by Mark Carnes, many other 
examples exist 
•This Spanish Florida Border Is To South Carolina 
•The Treaty of Madrid in 1670    with  Latitude 32°3 0”   makes  Hilton Head, near the present 
boundary between South Carolina and Georgia, a landmark to note 
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(9) Here are more details of Conflicts and Treaties.  This conflict was not just a passing 
conflict, but a serious claim by Spain on the disputed area before, during, and after Wesley’s 
time.  These illustrate that Frederica was in Spanish territory.  Most of this is known history, it 
just has not been interpreted in this context. 
Examples if time: 
0  The Treaty of Madrid in 1670  - Border between the British colony of Carolina and Spanish 
Florida.  This 1670 border was latitude 32°30 (near  Hilton Head) (Arnade p. 101) I have 1640 
map. 
0  English Campaign against St. Augustine – English fail to route Spanish out. (Arnade, 107) 
0  War of Jenkins Ear – English, Spanish conflict (Arnade, 111) 
0  English Campaign against St. Augustine – In this skirmish, Englishman Oglethorpe is 
repelled by the Spanish and he is sent back north.  (Arnade, 113) 
0  Battle of Bloody Marsh – Spain was not supposedly  defeated by Oglethorpe until 
1742,  at Frederica with the “Battle of Bloody Mars h.” While this eventually “assured 
the permanency of Georgia”  the boundary remained d isputed.  Now, this battle 
outcome has come under question .  The spin factor was alive and well even back 
here .(pic-Battle of Gully Creek – related battle) (Arna de, 114)  Battle wasn’t as big or 
significant as reported. See DVD.  
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•(10)  During Wesley’s Time in this area -- The Border of the Colony of Georgia is shown 
between the Altamaha and Savannah Rivers  The location of the Altamaha River is 
particularly important as the southern border boundary.  
 
•This Emanuel Bowen map of 1752 showed the borders of Georgia as between the Savannah 
and Altamaha rivers.  Another Emanuel Bowen map and text on the inside cover of Hodler’s 
atlas shows a branch of that river far south of its true course.”  This depicts  “cartographic 
warfare .”  
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(11)  Here are just a few quotes I’d like to share. 
•Historian Charles Arnade said, “The major region of  dispute was the unsettled land 
between the Savannah and the St. Johns rivers, that  is, between English Carolina and 
Spanish Florida, which historian Herbert E. Bolton called the ‘Debatable Land.’”  
•Wesley knew of Florida.    In The Journal of the Rev. John Wesley, A.M. edited by 
Nehemiah Curnock it said, on Thursday, December 9, 1736, “With Mrs. Musgrove he read an 
account of Florida.  On his return in the evening he twice visited Mrs. Clark, the woman 
referred to in the text.” 
• Another confrontation between Oglethorpe and the go vernor of Spanish Florida , 
Francisco del Moral Sanchez, in 1737, produced “an agreement with Oglethorpe according to 
which the Georgian withdrew north from the St. Johns while sustaining his claim as far as the 
Altamaha.”  
•Wesley was aware of conflicts with the Spanish. On Thursday, May 27, 1736, Wesley 
acknowledged, “Within and without there were the gr avest causes for anxiety.  The 
Spaniards disputed Oglethorpe’s right to establish an English colony on St. Simon’s 
Island, claiming it as a possession of the Spanish Crown, and Horton knew that the 
colony was a rope of sand.”  
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•(12)  Point> 
•Map in John Wesley’s Journal edited by Nehemia Curnoch.  Depicts travel of John Wesley. 
•Fort Frederica on St. Simons Island 
•Whether and how Oglethorpe had attained additional land from native peoples might also be 
questioned. 
•Yamacraw chief Tomochichi admits he had been banished and had just moved into the area. 
Jones, 134, 138 
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•(13)  John Wesley visited Frederica, a key settlement, at least five times.  Each Frederica trip 
can be examined by reviewing Wesley’s journals and diaries. 
•Wesley’s parting words to Frederica were, “After having beaten the air in this unhappy place 
for twenty days, at noon I took my final leave of Frederica.  It was not any apprehension of 
my own danger, though my life had been threatened many times, but an utter despair of 
doing good there, which made me content with the thought of seeing it no more.” 
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•(14)  Other locations Wesley traveled.  Many south of 32 30. 
•Mention Tybee, Savannah, Charleston 
 
•Summary 
•Wide range of original documents, maps, and Wesley’s Journals that demonstrate how 
Wesley was in Spanish Florida.  
•Likewise, Treaties, conflicts and wars add to the case presented. 
•There is expanded recognition of the debatable lands of Spanish Florida. 
•A study of boundaries and borders enlighten Wesley’s location.  
 
•So here is the case that John Wesley preached in Spanish Florida and the focus on the 
border issue, Now… 
 (transcribed from dvd 5-7-08) 
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•I’d like to focus on how this impacted the Methodist movement into Florida and Walton 
County in these “Methodist Connection Slides” 
 
Transcription 5-7-08 
But, now what I’d like to do is focus on how this impacted the Methodist movement into 
Florida and Walton County with these “Methodist Connection Slides.” 
 
Now, on the left you can see that’s the Mobile Methodist Church established in 1836, 
It is part of the Alabama-West Florida Conference. That’s another story with Octavia Walton 
Le Vert and her father (George Walton, Jr.) who our county is named after.  She moved there 
(to Mobile) with her family.  Octavia was a Methodist Sunday School student while she was in 
Pensacola, Florida.  (George Walton Jr.  served as Acting Governor and Secretary for the 
Territory of Florida and lived in Florida from 1821 – 1835.  The family lived in Pensacola). 
 
Here’s just some of the early Methodist churches in Walton County (on right).  I took these 
(Pt. Washington and Alaqua) except for the early DeFuniak Springs First Methodist that 
Sonny Hollingsworth took back in the fellowship hall. 
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Transcription 5-7-08 
 
A lot of people don’t know that Octavia Walton Le Vert was one of the first (Florida) Methodist 
Sunday school students.   This was noted by Alexander Tally, he was a early missionary out 
of the Mississippi Conference.  I don’t know if there are any other pictures of early Methodist 
Sunday School students.  This might be one of the earliest.  That’s her mother, Sarah Minge 
Walker Walton on the right.  They were Episcopalian.  (I’m not sure if Octavia was ever a 
“member” of any particular church).   
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•Certificate of Ordination of Robert McFail Hendry. Brother: Francis Asbury Hendry, Hendry 
County, FL namesake, T.T. Wentworth Jr. author of Pensacola Methodist History paper, his 
grandfather, James Hamilton Wentworth, Nancy Jane Hendry Wentworth’s husband. 
 
Transcription 5-7-08 
Here’s some other family connections. (Mine)  as far as the 1867 ordination from a relative 
the Hendry family.  Francis Asbury Hendry, that’s a Methodist name if you ever heard one, 
he’s also a relative and Hendry County, Florida is named for him.  Nancy Jane Hendry 
(botton right) married my great-great grandfather, James Hamilton Wentworth (bottom 
center).  Wentworth was a Baptist missionary. 
 

�) �� $- �� B��-%�'"#��%!! /*'%! �
Illustrated is the Certificate of Ordination of Robert McFail Hendry (1867). Brother: 
Francis Asbury Hendry, Hendry County, FL namesake, T.T. Wentworth Jr. author 
of Pensacola Methodist History paper, his grandfather, James Hamilton 
Wentworth, Nancy Jane Hendry Wentworth’s husband. 
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Transcription 5-7-08 (some paraphrasing used) 
 
Here’s some other Methodist connection pictures.  We have the Chautauqua (top center) 
here (in DeFuniak Springs) On the left is  Lake Junaluska, that’s the Lambuth Inn 
Chautuaqua type building which is similar to our Chautauqua building.  That’s Lane in the 
center with the DeFuniak Springs, Walton County Chautauqua.  Lane is the Chairman of the 
Board for the Foundation for Evangelism for the Methodist church and their headquarters is in 
Lake Junaluska.  Lake Junaluska is where I had my revelation of John Wesley being in 
Spanish Florida by looking at Curnoch’s book s of John Wesley’s journals and diaries.  That’s 
where it all came together for me.  Of course, Bishop Hunt who was with the Foundation. 
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•Eden Gardens State Park in Point Washington, Florida.  Home built by William and Katie 
Wesley.  William son of John Wesley, not the John Wesley.  But, he was pastor of Point 
Washington Methodist Church, 1888, and Eastern Lake in Walton County is where they went 
to the beach.  Other’s up in Alaqua also visited the same spots.  Remnants from an old 
bridge from this historical Methodist area can still be seen.  Those traveling south from 
Alaqua, across the Choctawhatchee Bay, would cross to Point Washington, and then down to 
the beach across old sand roads and trails. 
  
Transcribed 5-7-08 
 
Bringing it on farther in historical time, you see the Wesley Mansion  at Eden Garden s State 
Park in Florida.  John Wesley was a preacher at Pt. Washington Methodist Church.That was 
around 1888.  When I first saw that I said Oh (and wondered if it was THE John Wesley).  
But, then I recognized that it was the wrong century.  William Wesley and his wife Katie 
developed Eastern Lake estates. That then ties in how the Wesley Methodists got down to 
the beach at Eastern Lake.  On the right is the remnants of an old bridge that shows how the 
Wesley family, a historical Methodist family, got down to the beach  and Eastern Lake.  On 
the left is the Alaqua Methodist Church which is very old.  The sign in front says 1827.   
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Transcribed 5-7-08 (paraphrased) 
 
Moving in now quickly to give you a tour of St. Simon’s Island and Frederica. 
That’s Miss Sophy, John Wesley’s love interest, on the left. 
You should really go and visit.  You can stand right where John Wesley preached.  Lane is 
standing there at the store house.  Above is the site of Thomas Hird’s house, possibly one of 
the first Methodists in America.  This is just a wonderful excavation site.  I’m standing next to 
the Wesley Oak where Charles Wesley first preached.  On the right are the Apostle’s portraits 
in the Moore Museum provided by the Foundation for Evangelism for the Methodist Church.  
Again, it is a great place where every Methodist should go.  It is so warm and loving. 
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On the right is a snuff box at the Thomas Hird lot.  I had fun talking with Jan Turnquist who 
portrays Louisa Mae Alcott at Chautauqua.  She incorporates snuff boxes in her portrayal.  
The barrack, bottom right, still remains.  More scenes of St. Simons Island, Christ Church, 
Wesley United Methodist Church at Frederica, driving in, and new hotel on grounds of 
Epworth by the Sea. 
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Transcribed 5-7-08, some paraphrase 
 
And then of some extra note for the Presbyterians here, Presbyterian influenced Darien is 
just north from Frederica and St. Simons Island.  This large mural depicts the Scottish 
Highlanders, their kilts, the ships coming in, native people and African slaves. 
 
Tybee Island is on the left.  I can just imagine John Wesley sailing around on the left to land.  
He and Charles would have rounded that corner and come ashore.   
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•While this great mix of humanity and an epic battle among European powers raged in the  
•new world, Wesley’s overwhelming and inspired evangelism, plus a botched love affair with 
Miss Sophy, eventually hastened his time off the shores of Florida and Georgia.  These great 
trials and exposure to diverse people had a significant impact on Wesley and could be 
attributed to his conversion. 
 
 End this portion.  A background slide show will be running as you ask questions. 
 
 
(changed some here)  need to go back to  dvd and transcribe from Methodist presentation 
Slides  
Finally, going on up to Savannah you can take a tour of many Methodist landmarks (which 
were actually in Spanish Florida territory when Wesley was here).  You can see where John 
Wesley walked, lived and preached.  You can walk about on your own or get a tour guide.  
For me it was a great experience. 
That’s all I have for now.  I’ve traveled thousands of miles over the years and taken many 
pictures and researched many sites and archives. 
I’ll turn it over to you, Reverend Rob.  Or I could answer some now. 
This was going to be a three hour sermon, right?  (laughter) 
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I can answer a few now, We could stop.  I don’t want to cut into the Bishop’s time. 
So, that was a lot of information. 
This project came to me while working on my Florida history project on borders. 
It came to me as I learned more about the Florida – Georgia border. 
I knew that John Wesley had been in St. Simons Island and Savannah. 
And then I discovered that John Wesley had actually been in Spanish Florida. 
I thought, Oh that can’t be true. 
Because, I was then compelled to go do the research. 
I knew it wasn’t in any of the literature. 
I went back to school to the University of West Florida.  This was after being out of school 
about 20 years. I graduated from Sam Houston State University and I have a Master’s degree 
from Texas A&M University.  I had to study and take tests.  But, I endured because I knew I 
had to make a strong academic case.   
It has been an opportunity to do evangelism because I presented my John Wesley in Florida 
paper at the Gulf South History and Humanities Conference in Pensacola.  This included all 
the universities along the Gulf Coast from Florida to Texas.  So there I was talking about 
John Wesley and his faith in a secular environment.  
 
Question and answer 
First Question 
 
“Okay, Give me a hard one.” 
 
Lane, “What difference does it make?” “What difference does it make if he was in Georgia or 
Florida?”  “Why is it important to know that John Wesley was in Spanish Florida?” 
He asks me that all the time.  It took me awhile to determine why does it matter. 
The reason that it matters is that for us to go back and look at John Wesley and the time he 
was here and realize that it was such a broad multi-cultural, multi-national environment that 
he was in and the people that were here were in, 
And that also his goal was to save everyone,  
No matter what, he wanted to save your soul whether you were a native, a German, from 
Prussia, English or French 
And what that means is it gives, and it gave to me, great comfort.  I was a back seat 
Methodist, sort of luke warm.  It warmed my soul to understand the depth of his faith and the 
true calling of his spirit.  And then how that transferred to the authentic faith of Methodism 
and why it has such broad appeal.  And I believe this will now help us move forward, as our 
church is in a resurgent movement.  It will help us reach out to all people of all nations.  John 
Wesley said the World is my Parish, and the World was his Parish, and the World is his 
Parish.  And so it helps us go out with great faith and trueness in our souls that he was a man 
of faith to everyone. 
Second question. 
When he as in Georgia-Florida did he not feel that he had failed? (Rev. Rob?) 
He did.  And Nehemiah Curnoch is the scholar who talks about this and it was his work where 
I first saw a discussion on this topic.  I have his book, the 1936 version of his journals, they 
talk about that a lot, in the back and we can look at it later. Even looking back, Curnoch said 
Wesley was even warmed some here.   
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That all of us are perhaps saved or warmed, it was probably because he had to go through 
some great losses and tragedies to reach into the depth of his soul.  I think  this tragedy with 
Miss Sophy,  that was a disaster.  And Wesley felt he had missed the native people that he 
had come to save.   Thomas Hird, I think that his family, while John Wesley was here, was 
about the only communicant family that could be attributed to him.  Although he did speak to 
larger groups of 20 or 30 at a time.  But, like all of us, some of our greatest successes are 
from our deepest sorrows. 
 
Third question. 
You haven’t mentioned Epworth by the Sea in the South Georgia Conference and the Moore 
Museum. 
 
Well, I did in the PowerPoint and that is where a number of the pictures are from.  They have 
a great museum and curator there.  I have been there and spoken with them about this 
discovery of John Wesley in Spanish Florida.  They seemed open.  Its not like it takes 
anything away from them.  It is Georgia now. 
But, clearly like so much of our education, it has been severely Anglicized.  And, just now we 
are beginning to get a broader understanding of what our real history was.  Now some of that 
was innocent enough, and they didn’t have the background or resources to check this out.   
We are once again becoming a multi-cultural, multi-national country.   
 
In the beginning when Walton County was formed in 1824, Octavia, our namesakes 
daughter, could speak over five languages fluently.  That was not uncommon.  People were 
well educated and were very aware of the international world. 
 
Fourth question. 
Rob.  Did John Wesley speak Spanish at all? 
He did speak Spanish.  He took Spanish lessons from Dr. Nunez, who was a Spanish Jew.   I 
believe he took them on the boat on the way over.   He spoke German with the Moravians.   
 
Speaking of conversing with the Germans, and going back to the question about him failing, 
ties in with his relationship with the Germans.  German Moravian Spangenberg had asked 
him if he was saved during the passage to the new world.   John Wesley didn’t answer 
directly. Later in his journal, Wesley admits that he was just responding and did have doubts. 
This gives me comfort, too, as a regular person.   Even for us it is okay to admit that we have 
doubted in the past when someone so faithful as John Wesley also had to go through that 
journey.   
 
Fifth Question. 
 
Did you ever find Wesley’s name in the disputes of the deeds of the property? 
 
No.  He talked about in his journal or dairies that he wrote in almost everyday where he was.  
So you can cross reference everyday of where he was with all the maps, treaties, and 
conflicts of that time.  It didn’t really dawn on me until I really knew the 1736 and 1737 dates 
when he was here.  In that time, England had no treaty right to the land where Wesley was.  
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All these various countries were competing for this new land.  There was no active treaty for 
England to set the borders of Georgia like they did between the Savannah and the Altamaha.  
The 1670 Treaty of Madrid (Between England and Spain) set the border at 32/30 up near 
Hilton Head, South Carolina. 
After the Battle of Bloody March, 1742, was the first time Spain could claim any type of 
victory, spun or not, over Spain.  This was the first time they had a semblance of pushing the 
Spanish back. This was fairly significant as 1742 was well after Wesley had left.  I’ve also got 
the dvd here that the National Park Service distributes and even they admit now that the land 
was in question and that battle was spun to England’s benefit to be much more than it was.  
Public persuasion was done by pamphlets, maps etc. back then.  Very similar to some of the 
spin factors on our television news today.   
With John Wesley, you can go back every day and see where he was.  I was on Tybee 
Island, I was at Cowpen.  He said everyday where he was and what he thought. 
 
I’ll close with that. 
 
End of my question period.  Bishop speaks. 
 
 
 
 
  
Could put in academic paper now. 
Also for web site could add in powerpoint 
 
 
My quote from another PowerPoint 
Added 5-08 from other slide show 
“Methodism flowed like sand into Florida from the Appalachian Mountains.”  Brenda Rees 
 

  


